
LET US WALK WITH ROSALIE...   
       

 

 
 
 

THE FECUNDITY OF ROSALIE …  

A LIFE OF ABUNDANT AND LASTING FRUIT 

 

Rosalie, a woman of courageous fidelity who gave witness to the Mercy of 

God, reveals to us the splendor of divine fecundity in a human life. 

 

Let us look at how God brings this fecundity to fullness in her and how it 

becomes the common thread of her life.  

 

During her childhood Rosalie was very attached to the warm, welcoming 

family spirit that reigned in her home in Lavaltrie. Her relationship with her 

parents was characterized by joy and loving kindness as they went about 

living the gospel values in the ordinary actions of everyday life. Prayer and 

the love of God were at the heart of this family. From a very young age her 

father instilled in her the importance of doing God’s Will, which will later 

become the leitmotiv of her entire life.   

 

It comes as no surprise that Rosalie was greatly affected when she had to 

leave the family nest to go to boarding school, so much so that her parents 

had to bring her back home where she could be her true self. This event 

gives us a first glimpse of what constitutes and nurtures Rosalie. Is this not 

a sign of the seed of fecundity sprouting within her? 
 

As the years go by Rosalie continues to live a life of great happiness in the 

family home in Lavaltrie with her parents, her husband and her six children. 

All the while the maternal fibers of Rosalie’s person are being fashioned by 

the births and by her mother who serves as midwife. She is a model of the 

strong Christian values that play a role of major importance in the life of the 

household: love of God, love of family, hospitality, charity, compassion for 

the marginalized and those in need. As you read her story observe how 

consistent and faithful she is to her deepest self. It is here that we see the 

signs that begin to point to her future mission and the manner she will 

reflect the face of the Merciful Christ. A future full of promise! 
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Out of a desire to have their children establish themselves close to the family 

home, they decide to purchase a larger farm in St-Hyacinthe. Unfortunately 

they were victims of a dishonest transaction and lost everything in this 

venture. Rosalie worried what they would do and how they would live as she 

found herself pregnant and without a home. These trying events allowed her 

to experience firsthand the desperation and distress of her future protégés 

(single mothers). Are we able to see the possibilities of fecundity in difficult 

times of failure?   
 

The grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies produces much fruit. 

(John 12, 24) 

 

Rosalie places herself in God’s hands by surrendering to Him all the things 

she cannot resolve and places her entire trust in the mercy of God. He in turn 

will grant her the strength to get back on her feet, forgive and turn to the 

future. Out of the blue, her brother-in-law in Montreal opened his home to 

receive them. 

 

Although it is a new beginning it is fraught with poverty and hard work. 

Rosalie and her husband dedicated themselves entirely to the well-being of 

their family but many other trials awaited her.  At the age of thirty-eight she 

had to live through the death of her husband and five of her eleven children.  

This tremendous suffering forced Rosalie to take refuge in her interior 

home, where she would experience God’s mercy. Transformed by this 

unconditional love, she herself will become imbued with a great love for 

others. Indeed, it is this same God of Love that lives in each one of us! 

 

At 50, God called her to become a safe haven for pregnant single mothers 

who had nowhere to live. Rosalie would love these girls like her own 

daughters. Being a midwife she was able to help them through their 

pregnancy and birth. As the Foundress of a religious community other 

women will choose to join her so they too might be clothed by the Mercy 

and care for these desperate single mothers.  

 

It is unbelievable what God can do! 

 

Today, 171 years later, we have several houses where we continue to 

welcome and receive mothers and children living difficult situations. These 

houses are like a loving family deeply rooted in the gospel values, prayer 

and unconditional acceptance of the person.  



 

In these houses, faith, the gospel values, prayer and mercy characterize 

the maternal fibers and the simplicity that have brought them beyond time 

and borders, the golden thread by which God called her to fulfillment. From 

one very ordinary life came an extraordinary life.  

 

What fecundity!  

 

 

Why not reread your own story and identify the common thread that 

makes you who you are in your deepest self.                                              

God calls you to develop the gift that you are                                                          

so he can build his Reign of Love. 

 
 
 


